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COMMENTS OF
POWER-FINDER WEST COMMUNICATIONS, LLC

Power-Finder West Communications, LLC ("PFWC") hereby submits the following

comments on the conditions proposed by SBC Communications, Inc. ("SBC") ~d Ameritech

Corporation ("Ameritech") for their pending application to tr~sfer control of Ameritech to

SBC. l PFWC is a tariffed long dist~ce carrier providing toll free 500 number ~d related

telecommunications services to businesses throughout the country. Accordingly, PFWC is

intensely interested in the competitive ramifications of this proposed merger. 2 No. of Copies rec'dO -I-B­
UstABCOE

2

Public Notice, DA 99-1305, released on July 1, 1999, required comments on the
proposed conditions to be filed by July 13, 1999. By order released July 7, 1999, DA 99­
1342, the Commission extended the filing deadline to July 19, 1999. These comments
are therefore timely filed.

The following telecommunications companies share PFWC's concerns regarding 500
NXX code activation fees, ~d hence support these comments: Omega Cellular Partners,
L.c.; Sycamore Telephone Comp~y; Ft. Jennings Telephone Comp~y; NPB Telecom;
Cross Systems / Telephone Comp~y; Shoreham Telephone Comp~y, Inc.; Kalida
Telephone Company, Inc.; Ringgold Telephone Comp~y, Inc.; Citizens Telephone

(continued... )
DCOlIKINNR/86944.l



As a pro ider of 500-number services, PFWC urges SBC, Ameritech, and the

Commission to eep in mind when concluding this proposed transaction the positive competitive

impact of low (0 no) 500 NXX code end-office activation fees. PFWC notes that under its

current tariff on de with the Commission, Ameritech assesses a fee of approximately $70,000.00

to activate each 00 NXX code in its service area. The anticompetitive effects of such a high

activation fee fo each 500 NXX code is tellingly illustrated by a review of data provided by the

umbering Plan Administrator: only 250 assignments of a 500 NXX code to

small competiti telecommunications companies would result in their paying fees of over $17.5

million to activa e each code in Ameritech's service region.

Consiste t with the procompetitive effects of widespread use of this valuable numbering

resource, after t completion of its merger with Pacific Telesis ("PacTel"), SBC revised the

PacTel tariff to iminate 500 NXX code end-office activation charges in PacTel's service

region. Bell Ad tic, like SBC, imposes no fee to activate 500 NXX codes. PFWC hopes that,

consistent with is practice in connection with its merger with PacTel, and with industry practice,

SBC will revise he relevant Ameritech tariff to eliminate 500 NXX code end-office activation

charges after co pletion of this proposed merger. As part of its review of the proposed merger,

(... continued)
Compan of Kecksburg; NetTel; Pennsylvania Telephone Company; Communications
Options outhern Region, Inc.; Swayzee Telephone Broadband, Inc.; CN
Commun cations, Inc.; Tel/Logic, Inc.; MidWest Telepartners, Inc.; Corbell Telephone
and Elec onics, Inc.; KTS Services ofNorthern California, Inc.; CONNECTtek Indiana
Electroni s, Inc.; Fishers Island Telephone Company; Commercial Electronic Systems,
Inc.; Bix y Telephone; TELECO, Inc.; TELECO ofNorth Carolina; Sherburne County
Telepho Company; and R and P Communications. See Attachment A.
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the FCC should encourage SBC to commit to continue the procompetitive policy which it

followed in its purchase of PacTel.

July 19, 1999
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Respectfully submitted,

~.ch4~ j(.
AieXder 1. Eucare, Jr.
Chief Executive Officer
POWER-FINDER WEST COMMUNICATIONS, LLC
9250 Gaither Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20877
(301) 651-0690
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OMEGA CELLULAR PARTNERS, L.C.

Albert Hauer, Esq.
104 South Main Street, Suite 510
Fon du Lac, WI 54935
920-921-4220

SYCAMORE TELEPHONE COMPANY

Richard Eckelberry
POBox 98
Sycamore, OH 44882
419-927-6012

FT. JENNINGS TELEPHONE COMPANY

Shirley A. Berelsman
65 West Third Street
PO Box 146
Fort Jennings, OH 45844
419-286-2181

NPB TELECOM

Carl Nasr
National Press Building, Suite 570
Washington, DC 20045
202-662-7004

CROSS SYSTEMS / TELEPHONE COMPANY

Ed Smith-GM
PO Box 9
Warner, OK 74469
918-463-2921

SHOREHAM TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

Don Arnold
PO Box 236
Shoreham, VT 05770
802-897-9911

KALIDA TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

Ralph Miller
121 East Main Street, Box 267
Kalida, OH 45853
419-532-3218
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RINGGOLD TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC.

Mary H. Fugate
PO Box 869
Ringgold, GA 30736
706-965-2345

CITIZENS TELEPHONE COMPANY OF

KECKSBURG

George Achtziger
PO Box 156
Mammoth, PA 15664-0156
724-423-4444

NETTEL

Ron Allen
1023 31 st Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-295-6600

PENNSYLVANIA TELEPHONE COMPANY

Mary Davis - GM
191 Middle Road
Jersey Shore, PA 17740
570-745-7101

COMMUNICATIONS OPTIONS SOUTHERN

REGION, INC.

Morris Jarmon
801 Florida Avenue
Lynn Haven, FL 32444
800-888-9711

SWAYZEE TELEPHONE BROADBAND, INC.

Jack Whitlow
214 South Washington Street
Swayzee, IN 46986
765-922-7916

CN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Wayne Irwin
15 East Skyranch Blvd.
Sparks, NC 89436
775-425-4200



TELILOGIC, INC.

Winston E. Himsworth
51 Shore Drive
Plandome, NY 11030
516-365-7241

MIDWEST TELEPARTNERS, INC.

Robert von Bereghy
12323 West Fairview Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53226
414-476-8188

CORBELL TELEPHONE AND ELECTRONICS

Denny M. Corbell
113 South Division
Catrerville, IL 62918
618-985-6361

KTS SERVICES OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA,

INC.

Mike McNitt
3475 R. Edison Way
Menlo Park, CA 94025
650-306-1080 Ext. 207

CONNECTTEK INDIANA ELECTRONICS, INC.

Randy Moyer
400 South Third Street
PO Box 456
Hamburg, PA 19526
610-562-9692
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FISHERS ISLAND TELEPHONE COMPANY

Tom Doherty
PO DrawerE
Fishers Island, NY 06390
516-788-7251

COMMERCIAL ELECTRONICS SYSTEMS, INC.

Bob Misiurewicz
2447 Reeves Road
Joliet, IL 60436
815-741-3333

BIXBY TELEPHONE

Ed Gustaffson
6 East Breckenridge
Bixby, OK 74008
918-366-8201

TELECO, INC.

Bill Rogers
430 Woodruff Rd.
Greenville, SC 29607
800-800-6159 Ext. 215

TELECO OF NORTH CAROLINA

Ed Stone
438 Raleigh Street
Wilmington, NC 28412
910-791-7000 Ext. 204

SHERBURNE COUNTY TELEPHONE COMPANY

George Wallen
PO Box 420
Big Lake, MN 55309
612-262-4100

RAND P COMMUNICAnONS

Stephen Rentmeester
22855 Saui Ranch Parkway, Unit G
Yorba Linda, CA 92887
714-693-5511



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that copies of the foregoing Comments of Power-Finder West

Communications, LLC were served this 19th day of July, 1999 by first-class mail, postage

prepaid, or by hand, on the following:

*Robert C. Atkinson
Deputy Chief
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Jeffrey Dygert
Attorney
Enforcement Division
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W., Room 5-C317
Washington, D.C.

*Carol Mattey
Chief, Policy and Program Planning
Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

*Janice M. Myles
Policy and Program Planning Division
Common Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 5-C327
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

*International Transcription Services, Inc.
1231 20th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Lynn Starr
Ameritech
1401 H Street, N.W.
Suite 1020
Washington, D.C. 20005

Mark C. Rosenblum, Esq.
Aryeh S. Friedman, Esq.
Counsel for AT&T
Room 3252G3
295 North Maple Avenue
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Matt Kibbe
Executive Vice President
Counsel for Citizens for a Sound Economy
Foundation
1250 H Street, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005

George Kohl
Senior Executive Director
Ms. Debbie Goldman
Counsel for Communications Workers of
America
501 Third Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20001

Renee Martin, Esq.
Richard 1. Metzger, Esq.
Counsel for Focal Communications
Corporation
200 North LaSalle Street
Chicago,IL 60601



Mr. Ronald J. Binz
President
Ms. Debra R. Berlyn
Executive Director
John Windhausen, Jr., Esq.
General Counsel
Counsel for Competition Policy Institute
1156 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 520
Washington, D.C. 20005

Genevieve Morelli, Esq.
Executive Vice President and General
Counsel
Counsel for Competitive
Telecommunications Assocation (CompTel)
1900 M Street, N.W.
Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20036

Rochelle Cavicchia, Esq.
Ohio Consumers' Counsel
Robert S. Gongren, Esq.
Thomas 1. O'Brien, Esq.
David C. Bergmann, Esq.
Terry L. Etter, Esq.
Assistant Consumers' Counsel
77 South High Street
15th Floor
Columbus, OH 43266-0550

Mary Ellen Fise, Esq.
General Counsel
Counsel for Consumer Federation of
America and Consumers Union, and AARP
Consumer Federation of America
1424 16th Street, N.W.
Suite 604
Washington, D.C. 20036

Eric J. Branfaman
Counsel for Corecomm Newco, Inc.
Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman, LLP
3000 K Street, N.W.
Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007
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Ellis Jacobs, Esq.
Counsel for Edgemont Neighborhood
Coalition
Dayton Legal Aid Society
333 West 1st Street
Suite 500
Dayton, OH 45402-3031

Mr. Riley M. Murphy
Mr. Charles H.N. Kallenbach
Counsel for e.spire Communications, Inc.
133 National Business Parkway
Suite 200
Annapolis Junction, MD 20701

Janet S. Livengood, Esq.
Director of Legal and Regulatory Affairs
Counsel for Hyperion Telecommunications,
Inc.
DDI Plaza Two
500 Thomas Street
Suite 400
Bridgeville, PA 15017-2828

Chairman William McCarty
Counsel for Indiana Utility Regulatory
Commission
302 West Washington Street
Room E306
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Thomas Gutierrez
Counsel for ISM Tele-Page, Inc.
Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chartered
1111 Nineteenth Street, N.W.
Suite 1200
Washington, D.C. 20036

Mary C. Albert
Counsel for KMC Telecom Inc.
Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman, LLP
3000 K Street, N.W.
Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20007-5116



Chairman John Wine
Commissioner Susan Seltsam
Commissioner Cynthia Claus
Counsel for Kansas Corporation
Commission
1500 SW Arrowhead
Topeka, KS 66604-4027

Angela D. Ledford
Counsel for Keep American Connected
P.O. Box 27911
Washington, D.C. 20005

Terrence J. Ferguson, Esq.
Senior Vice President and Special Counsel
3555 Farnum Street
Omaha, NE 68131

Lisa B. Smith, Esq.
Lisa R. Youngers, Esq.
Counsel for MCI Worldcom, Inc.
1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

David R. Conn, Esq.
William A. Haas, Esq.
Richard S. Lipman, Esq.
Counsel for McLeod USA
Telecommunications Services, Inc.
6400 C Street, SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406-3177

Steven T. Nourse
Assistant Attorney General
Counsel for Ohio Public Utilities
Commission
180 East Broad Street
t h Floor
Columbus,OH 43215

Joseph P. Meissner
Cleveland Legal Aid Society
Counsel for Parkview Areawide Seniors,
Inc.
1223 West 6th Street
Cleveland, OH 44113
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Frank J. Kelley, Esq.
Attorney General
J. Peter Lark, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Orijakor N. Isogu, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
Counsel for Michigan Consumer Federation
Office of Attorney General
State of Michigan
525 West Ottawa Street
Lansing, MI 48909

Cynthia R. Bryant, Esq.
Assistant General Counsel
Counsel for Missouri Public Service
Commission
P.O. Box 360
Jefferson City, MO 65102

Mr. Frederic Lee Ruck
Executive Director
National Association of
Telecommunications Officers and Advisors
(NATOA)
1650 Tysons Boulevard
Suite 200
McLean, VA 22102

Robert L. Hoggarth, Esq.
Angela E. Giancarlo, Esq.
Government Relations
Counsel for Paging and Messaging Alliance
of the

Personal Communications Industry
(PCIA)
500 Montgomery Street
Suite 700
Alexandria, VA 22314-1561



Walter Steimel, Jr.
Marjorie K. Conner
Counsel for Pilgrim Telephone, Inc.
Hunton & Williams
1900 K Street, N.W.
Suite 12
Washington, D.C. 20006

Janice Mathis, Esq.
Counsel for Rainbow/PUSH Coalition
930 East 50th Street
Chicago, IL 60615

James D. Ellis
Wayne Watts
SBC Communications, Inc.
175 E. Houston
San Antonio, TX 78205

Merie C. Bone
Chief Information Office & Managing
Partner
Counsel for Shell Oil Company
P.O. Box 2403
Houston, TX 77252-2463

Kenneth T. Goldstein
Counsel for South Austin Community
Coalition Council
Krislov & Associates, Ltd.
222 North LaSalle
Suite 2120
Chicago, IL 60601

Phillip L. Verveer
Suie D. Blumenfeld
Gunnar D. Halley
Jay T. Angelo
Brian Conboy, Esq.
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Thomas Jones, Esq.
Counsel for Sprint Communications
Company, L.P.
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
Three Lafayette Centre
115521 st Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

David D. Dimlich, Esq.
Counsel for Supra Telecommunications &
Information Systems, Inc.
2620 SW 27th Avenue
Miami, FL 33133

Telecommunications Resellers Association
1620 I Street, N.W.
Suite 701
Washington, D.C. 20006

Stephen F. David
Chief, Office of Policy Development
Counsel for Texas Public Utilities
Commission
1701 North Congress
7th Floor
Austin, TX 78711

Suzi Ray McClellan, Esq.
Public Counsel
Rick Gunzman, Esq.
Counsel for Texas Office of Public Utilities
Counsel
P.O. Box 12397
Austin, TX 78711-2397

Brian Conboy
Thomas Jones
Michael Jones
Counsel for Time Warner Telecom
Corporation
Willkie Farr & Gallagher
115521 st Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036



John R. Gerstein
Richard A. Simpson
Merrill Hirsh
Counsel for Total-Tel USA
Communications, Inc. and Telemarketing
Investments, Inc
Ross, Dixon & Masback, LLP
601 Pennsylvania Avenue
North Building
Washington, D.C. 20004

*Byhand
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